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Westmount Profile: Nicole Forbes

Selling multi causes

Bv LAUREEM SWEEMEY

icale Forbes began a carea of

sperheading community, vohm-

teer and political cmwses as an
Expo &7 hostess for the Italian pavilion
Andshe's been selling ever since.

Whether it's been chairing the Cuebec
liberals® fundraising compaigin o8y,
waorking as development officer for the Or-
cheste Métmpoliain throug hthe ‘gos, or
mamging Westmount's demerger office,
herwork inevitabl imvoles drumiming up
support for a canse.

“I"we always been a saksperson,” she
zays. Bven now a8 Distmict & city councillor,
she's busy promoting the Art Westmount
open studio weekend this Samrday and
Sunday, Cotober mand 12

Andnot only did Forbes initiate thecity
event two VeuTs ago so Westmount artsts
could exhibit thar work to the public at
large, tut she is even opering her own
horme as an exhibition site for two partia-
pats whose smdios e lo@ated otzide
W eshmomt.

“It's a lot of work,” she acplains. But it
exemplifies some of her many voluntess
and professional imtatives over the wears.

Amang tham are halping lammech Block
Paments in Westmount, co-founding the
Erfaris des Meiges presdiool o Cote St
IncRd., workingforthe federal side inthe
reteraidum and at fonmer Westmount
MHA Richard Frendh's riding office, rep-
resenting im at events hewas unablke to
atterd.

Grassroot s politics

“T've always done grasstoots politics,”
she =ays, though she views her own mk
on ity council as promoting the comm-
nity mther than beinga politician.

Wohile it has been mome than 4o years
since Micole Forbes grested Expo &7 visi-
tors, that experience speaks vohumes about
the way she was already shaping her inde-
pendence. “I may have had a privileged
background, but 1 aways did my own
thirg,” she explains.

Asg the grand-danghter of Paul Bierw-
ermie, Fepo’s first cormmissioner general,

she reckons she could
hawe worked at many
of the plum positions
affered. But, "Moo way!”
shesays, “I'm my own g
persan. | was going to
find oy owrjob!™ Hav- '
ingsmdiedin Florence |
the previous year and
leamned [talian, she be-
ame one of the few
hostesses at any of the
fomign pavilions w ho
did not come fmom the
country imalwed

“Our unitorm was =0 chic, =0 Ialian
We had little butterfies at the back of the
shoes, Ttwas the best imeimaginable. W
met people from all over the world”
Forbes also bacame invalvedin the organ-
izing committes for all hestesses .

A few years earlier, after earning a bac-
alawreate, she had dedined another of
her grandfathers offers: to becomne a
debuatarte. Despite being “a party g ,® she
say s, she watted to study in Italy. This
stemmed fromm his many business trips o
Italy to pum hase pasta-making equipment
for Catelii-Habitant, the fammily-osned
business. Fren now, her home reflects the
sunny Mediterranean yellows and golds
and has a distinchive Sicilian Havour. 1
was [@alian in another lite,” she explains.

Strong ond protective

Born in Montreal, eldest of five sib-
lings, Forbes grew upin a bilingual heme.
*1 was very mothedy and kamed to be
strong and protecive Were all athletic -
wensed to ski, jmping over all therods.”

She entered 3t. Paul's Academy in
grade 3 when the farmily oved to West-
ot frorm Harnpstead and back to fan-
ily mevts. “My great-grand father, Tanciede
Biemvenue, ad built a Findby house at
the southwest cormer of Montrose and
Mount Plea=sant.

“We livedat 318 Kensington, in what is
noew the Wrights' home. There was a va
cant lot next door where we nsed to climb
over the fence to play And [ remember
how wonderful it was when the atoma was
firat built, before it was enclosed. We girls
used to stand around the outside waiting
for our heartthrobs to invite us to skate
with thamn.®

Her mamories also indude wonderful
wedkenids at the courtry hormne i 5t. Mar-
guerite near the Alpine Irm with horse-
back 'ri-:h'ug at Mot Gabrid; also
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Nigole Forbez adiists her shoe v frond of
the Balian pavilion at Espo 67

sumimers at Eennebunlk.

Atfter Ialy and the Expo experience,
Forbes smdied political sdence, bnguages
and art history at the University of Vienna,
oblaining a BA from Sir George Williams
Univemsity now Conoordia) in 1g72. She
worked for a travel agency, marred and
turned her attention to raising her two
children Rafaslle and Alexandre Maclay
Smith and two step chil den, Michaleand
M atth ew:.

Thatwas when she cofmmded Fifants
des Meiges, benefiting frorm the advice of
her mother who had founded Ecole
Frangois- Michelle for dhildrenwith spedal
needs. [twas seon after her 12 vea= with
PCmec hestre Metroplitain that she ran the
demerger office.

Forbes continues to play tennis and
golf, spends weekends at Ceorgeville and
enjoyE music — opera in partionlar. She
ako plays the Hute and does Hower
armngements, “the only artistic @lent [
hawed™

Describing herself as a perfectionist,
she says, *] hate blaant errors. [t drives
menuts.” Sheis becoming more tolerant
and patiaat with the vears, however, “1
domit think I'll ke a gripey old lady!®

And, she adds, “I'm having the mmost
erriching experiences o ooundl. 1 get to
work with such extraorditary people.”




